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prison are expected to vote in some countries. As we learned 
in Chapter 9, a war-torn African country—Rwanda—now 
has the highest percentage of women in government of any 
nation in the world (see Table 9.1 on page 255) (Inter-
Parliamentary Union 2016; McCrummen 2008; Paxton and 
Hughes 2007).

A higher percentage than normal of eligible U.S. voters 
turned out in the 2012 and 2016 presidential elections: 
58.7% and 59.7% respectively, but that means more peo-
ple abstained from voting than voted for either of the top-
two candidates (41.6% not voting in 2016) (Ingraham 
2016; United States Elections Project 2016). Still, the 

numbers have generally been higher in the 21st century 
than in the 3 decades from 1970 to 2000 (Lederman 2012). 
There is also considerable range in voter participation by 
state, with a high of 74.2% in Minnesotans’ voting to a low 
in the mid-40% range in Hawaii and Utah (United States 
Elections Project 2016b).

In off-year elections—when many senators, congressio-
nal representatives, and state governors are elected—the 
turnout hovers in the low 40s or even below. If 40% of the 
eligible population votes, and it is a very close election, only 
slightly more than 20% of the citizenry may have elected the 
new officeholder. So voter turnout is an important issue for 

Table 12.1  Average Voter Participation (1950–2012) and Most  
Recent Election Participation

Country
Voter Participation  

(All Elections From 1950 to 2012)*
Most Recent Parliamentary or 

Congressional Election**

Italy 92.5% 75.2% (2013)

Iceland 89.5% 81.4% (2013)

New Zealand 86.2% 77.0% (2014)

South Africa 85.5% 73.5% (2014)

Austria 85.1% 74.9% (2013)

Netherlands 84.8% 74.6% (2012)

Australia 84.4% 93.2% (2013)

Denmark 83.6% 85.9% (2015)

Sweden 83.3% 85.8% (2014)

Germany 80.6% 71.3% (2013)

United Kingdom 74.9% 66.1% (2015)

Argentina 70.6% 81.1% (2015)

Japan 69.0% 52.7% (2014)

Canada 68.4% 68.3% (2015)

France 67.3% 55.4% (2012)

Bolivia 61.4% 87.5% (2014)

United States 48.3% 42.5% (2014)

Mexico 48.1% 47.7% (2015)

Note: The figures are averages of voter participation for all elections since 1945. Note that enfranchisement of women and various ethnic minori-
ties changed in some countries during that time, so these should be viewed as very crude overall indicators of voting patterns. To see the voting 
participation figures for 172 countries in the world, go to www.idea.int/vt.

Sources: *International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (2012). **International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
(2016).


